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[bookmark: _GoBack]The concept of gender and sex are not as defined as people assume, but instead are broad topics of diversities among characters beyond the two paradigms known, male and female. Sex is critically assessed by the anatomical formation of one's body, while gender, though relatable, critically relies on the ideological divide ("Transgender Taboo Full documentary YouTube," 2017). Two perspectives relate to the perception of gender and sex in the society; essentialism, and constructionism. 
Essentialism dictates that the organization of society forms around norms, social problems, and institutions which develop through natural processes, and are essential and constant through space and time. The notion defines sexuality as sharing a particular set of qualities, essence, and characteristics with one another. In the class video, Bangkok society holds firm essentialist perspectives. The third sex in Thailand termed as Khartoey, defines the men who transcend the boundaries that define the two genders. The community at large in Thailand views this group as an underclass, marginalized, shunned and shamed ("Transgender Taboo Full documentary YouTube," 2017). Homophobia restricts the society from accepting the Khartoey; thus there are limited to prostitution and stage performances. Their families and homes often neglect them as a sign of transphobia. The Buddhist religion also increases the divide since sons who become monks increase the Karma for their parents, but boys who defer their sexes to girls may inhibit Nirvana, thus depicting the traditional sexism. A character named Nang Toum surpasses traditional sexism when she participates in Thai boxing, an exciting sport for men, and wins trophies. Lauren's sister, who transformed into a female, is reluctant to talk about her sexuality because she grew up in an essentialist community which emulated transphobia inclusive of death threats. 
Constructionism perspective, on the other hand, dictates that these phenomena that define gender and sexuality are not entirely natural, and they are set by society. This perspective holds that social institutions should not impact interactions with one another. A social constructionism example from the video is on the island of Samoa. The fa'afafine defines a group of people that are neither male nor female ("Transgender Taboo Full documentary YouTube," 2017). There is no transphobia within the community, and children are inspired to be who their gender identifies as from a young age. The culture of Samoa holds society as more important than the individual. Therefore, the role of an individual in that group defines their gender and sexuality. As such, the community is very accommodating of the fa'afafine in respect to their parts. The community also employs traditional sexism in defining the roles of females in society, but the fa'afafine are not limited to abide by them.
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